
GCSE & IGCSE Level Courses 

The first stage of secondary education. 

The GCSE, or General Certificate of Secondary Education (formerly O' Level) is the 
standard qualification marking the end of the first stage of high school. GCSE 
examinations are taken by all students, normally at the age of 16, and are usually 
required in order to progress onto AS/A Level and University Foundation 
programmes. They are therefore the natural choice for overseas students who wish 
to come to the UK at an earlier stage in order to get a grounding in British education 
before moving on to those courses. 

GCSE & IGCSE Level Courses 

The IGCSE (International General Certificate of Secondary Education) is usually 
recommended for overseas students. This qualification is exactly the same as the 
GCSE, and has the same value to universities and employers, yet the English 
language used in the course is more suited to international students. The actual 
course content and difficulty levels are the same for IGCSEs as for GCSEs. 

Courses normally last for three, five or six terms (1 - 2 years). This period may be 
longer if an English language preparation course is required, or shorter in exceptional 
circumstances. Students normally take a minimum of five subjects, as well as 
ongoing English language lessons where necessary. Please see the course structure 
below. 

Students may have a number of private study periods within their timetables which 
can be spent in the library or computer rooms. Practical work in our science 
laboratories is a necessary requirement for those subjects. Study Skills are taught as 
part of every course, to familiarise students with what is expected of them. 
Homework sessions, lasting 1½ - 2 hours per weekday evening, are always 
supervised by a teacher and assistance is given when required. Our rules and 
disciplinary systems are also stricter for these younger students. Students completing 
these courses normally stay with us to move on to AS/A level or Foundation Course 
studies. 
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